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Nehemiah’s story begins with a stirring desire for renewal long before he ever set foot in Jerusalem. 
Living in the Persian citadel of Susa as cup-bearer to King Artaxerxes, he enjoyed comfort and influence, 
yet his heart remained tied to the land of his ancestors. When his brother Hanani arrived with travelers 
from Judah, Nehemiah asked eagerly about Jerusalem, hoping to hear that the people were rebuilding and 
thriving. Instead, the news was devastating: the walls were broken, the gates burned, and the people lived 
exposed and discouraged. The city that once reflected God’s presence lay in ruins. Nehemiah wept, not 
only for the broken stones but for the broken spirit of God’s people. In his grief he turned immediately to 
prayer, confessing Israel’s sins and asking God to open a way for renewal. His longing for a new 
beginning started not with action, but with surrender.

When Nehemiah later entered the throne room, the king noticed his sorrow. It was dangerous to appear 
troubled before a Persian monarch, yet Nehemiah could not hide the burden God had placed on his heart. 
After a silent prayer, he explained that Jerusalem was in ruins and asked permission to rebuild it. The king 
granted everything he requested, including safe passage, timber, and authority, clear evidence that God 
was guiding this new beginning. Nehemiah left Susa not as a man chasing his own ambition, but as a 
servant following God’s call.

Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Nehemiah waited quietly, listening and observing. He slipped out at night to 
inspect the ruined walls, seeing firsthand the devastation that had discouraged the people for so long. Yet 
where others saw rubble, Nehemiah saw possibility. He gathered the leaders and told them that God’s hand 
was upon him and that it was time to rise and rebuild. Their hearts awakened. A new beginning was 
unfolding, not because the stones were ready to be lifted, but because the people were ready to follow God 
again.

As families, priests, and craftsmen took up their sections of the wall, opposition quickly rose. Three 
powerful regional leaders, Sanballat the governor of Samaria, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem 
the Arab ruler of surrounding territories, saw Jerusalem’s renewal as a threat to their political control. They 
mocked the workers, spread rumors, and plotted attacks to stop the rebuilding. But Nehemiah reminded the 
people that new beginnings rarely come without resistance. He prayed, posted guards, and encouraged the 
workers to trust God even as they held tools in one hand and weapons in the other. Their perseverance 
became an act of worship. In just fifty-two days, the wall was rebuilt, a miracle of unity, courage, and 
obedience. Their enemies were left speechless, recognizing that this renewal was not human achievement 
but God’s work.

With the physical walls restored, Nehemiah turned his attention to the deeper rebuilding God desired. He 
invited Ezra, Israel’s respected priest and scribe, a man devoted to teaching God’s Law and guiding the 
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people spiritually, to read the Scriptures aloud. As Ezra’s voice carried through the streets, men, women, 
and children listened with open hearts. Many wept, realizing how far they had wandered from God. 
Nehemiah reminded them that repentance is not the end of a story but the beginning of one. They 
celebrated, confessed their sins, and renewed their covenant with God. Nehemiah also confronted 
injustice, freeing families trapped in debt and calling the wealthy to treat their neighbors with compassion. 
The city was being rebuilt not only in stone but in spirit. Following God was becoming their new way of 
life.

After twelve years as governor, Nehemiah returned briefly to Persia. When he later came back to 
Jerusalem, he found that the people had slipped again, neglecting the temple, ignoring the Sabbath, and 
intermarrying with pagan families. It was a painful reminder that new beginnings must be guarded or old 
habits will return. Nehemiah acted swiftly and decisively, cleansing the temple, restoring worship, and 
calling the people back to holiness. His leadership was not about enforcing rules but about guiding the 
people toward the life God intended for them.

Nehemiah’s story closes with a simple prayer: “Remember me, O my God, for good.” He did not seek 
credit or praise. His life was defined by one truth: new beginnings come when people follow God with 
courage, humility, and perseverance. Nehemiah rebuilt a wall, but more importantly, he helped rebuild a 
people who had forgotten who they were. His story is a reminder that God can bring renewal to any place, 
any community, any heart, when someone is willing to listen, obey, and step forward in faith.



In Care Facilities: 
Ann McCormick, Apt.106, English Meadows, 
5 Bexley Dr, Scott Depot, WV 25560 
Sadie Ashworth, 5 Rolling Meadows Dr., Room 
118, Scott Depot, WV 25560 
Susan Allowatt Apt. 135, Teays Valley Place 
5 Bexley Drive, Scott Depot, WV 25560

Prayer Concerns Members: 

Military 
Captain Allie Curtis, US. Army (United States) 
Hunter Parsons, U.S. Navy (Virginia) 
Mickey Swartz, Aircrew Flight Equipment Technician, U.S. Air 
Force (Eugene, Oregon) 
Lieutenant Jack Wiles, U.S. Air Force 
PFC Joseph Sutphin, US Army 

Prayer Concerns - Family and Friends 
Victoria Reynolds (Wanda Bowman)
Flo Rogers (Jack’s wife & Raven's mom) health complications 
Jason Haught, complications from spinal surgery (Vickie 
Haught’s son, Jack Rogers’ nephew)
Jason Turley, major health concerns including leukemia 
(Laurie's son and Holly's brother)
Matt Waldie, lung cancer (Kathleen Jordan's friend) 
Mary Jo Swartz, health problems(Kathi Curtis) 
Annette Burns, liver issues (Ann McCormick)
Sharon Peterson’s parents, Decision-making for long term care 
Angie Saunders, pancreatic cancer and lupus (Raven's Cousin) 
Willie Williams & Millie Astin , ICU in Atlanta
(Kathryn Weed)
Family of Cindy Lucas, passed away (Tony & Alex Dayfield) 
Eva, MS, (Katie Reyes friend)
Debbie Losh, (Vickie Godbey)
Roger Schomburg, in the hospital (Kathryn Maddy) 
Ricky Lanham, back/neck surgery (Matt's Dad) 
Jesse & Josh Lanham, healthy pregnancy (Matt's SIL) 
Niece of Cody and Hannah Caldwell, leukemia and not 
responding well to chemo.
Aunt and Uncle Strain,comfort in his final months 
(Wendy Harvey's Aunt and Uncle)

Alex Dayfield 
Mike Merguc 
Bill Graham 

Ellie Malcomb 
Carolyn Reed 
Mike Clark 
Dolly Locke

Birthdays 
          September 
2 – Christopher Marquart 
6 – Andi Pease
9 – David Kessler
11 – Ayden Cook
12 – Richard Allowatt 
13 – Gage Gibson 
15 – Judy Coffman
18 – Jackie Jones 
26 – Lindsay Denison

Communion Servers 
September 6th
Wanda Bowman - Set Up
Jack Roger - Server
Jennifer Burgess - Server

October 4th
Dave Harvey - Set Up
Kristi Sutphin- Server
Jack Rogers - Server

Liturgists 

Sep 6, 2026 
Sep 13, 2026
Sep 20, 2026
Sep 27, 2026

Buck Ivey
Kathy Maddy
Holly Greathouse
Kristi Sutphin



Littles Story Time Team 

Littles’ Story-time by Donna Merguc

We welcomed back the Littles on Friday, August 21st with 20 children attending.  There were many 
smiley, happy faces and we also had one new child!  Our time was filled with fellowship, play, story time, 
crafts and snacks.  The children enjoy playing on the playground afterwards too...stop by to visit them 
when you can.  Thank you for your donations for our craft supplies; we have enough of paper towel and 
toilet paper rolls for right now.

We offer all of them a copy of our Presby Record so that they know ‘What’s Happening’ here at First 
Presby.  Continue to keep Littles in your prayers.

The new AED cabinet and sign were installed right outside the Nursery.  Andi Pease, Michael Clark, 
Kathleen Jordan, Raven Lanham, Sara Kell, Jack Rogers and Donna Merguc were trained on August 27th  
by our St. Albans Fire Marshall Chris Collins.

Chili, Community and K-9s!
First Presby is once again participating in the Fall Y’all Festival on Olde Main Plaza after a one-year 
absence;  a chili cook-off competition with the proceeds going toward care and training of St. Albans’  
beloved and hard-working K-9s.  The Plaza will be shut down on Saturday, October 17th, with the cook-
off being open to the public from 12:00pm – 5:00p.m., to welcome all chili lovers. 

Raven is making the delicious chicken chili which was the only chicken chili in previous competition and 
Jennifer is making bit size pieces of Tex-Mex cornbread which was also the only cornbread. 

We need volunteers to take the necessary essentials (canopy, tables, chairs, etc.) to the Plaza, teams of 2-3 
for shifts to serve during the cook-off and another team to tear down and take the equipment back to the 
Church.

Please contact Raven or Jennifer if you can help. It’s a great community activity and a chance to meet up 
with friends, old and new! Support our K-9s!



Women of the church are invited to gather for lunch this month, Friday, September 11th, at 12:00 
noon at Mediterranean Breeze.  

Circle Bible studies start anew this month.   Zoom study is on Tuesday, September 8, and in person 
study is at noon on Wednesday, September 9, 2026.  

United Through Christ, Bound to Each Other: Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians
by Rhonda Mawhood Lee

Suggestions for Leaders by Sarah Leer
(the 2026–2027 PW/Horizons Bible study)

Join Presbyterian Women and learn about Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth.  In today’s lingo 
we can say “they were one messed up church.”  Many of their disagreements are shared still by today’s 
church.  Our Bible study explores the letter’s setting, divisions within the congregation, and ultimately, 
the gifts given to all of them, and us, through the work of Christ.

In this first lesson we address the divisions and conflicts which arise within the Corinthian church 
after Paul’s ministry called him on to Ephesus.  We will ponder our spiritual connection to this early 
church across time and space. We will listen to our baptism stories to find places of connection to one 
another, as well as tensions within our community, and how we hold them in unity. 
The zoom is Tuesday September 8 at 7:00 pm. The link below is open at 6:45 for a time of fellowship.  

Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85861031680?pwd=Nw4SR3
CIr969qxLdwY9avWaru3wiai.1
Meeting ID: 858 6103 1680
Passcode: 406332
In person Bible study is in the fellowship hall on Wednesday, September 9, and begins with a brown 
bag lunch and table fellowship. The study starts at 12:35 and ends promptly at 1:35 pm.  

We look forward to seeing everyone at a Bible study! 



Facilities & Worship Committee 
8-3-26

Attending: Sara Kell, David Harvey, Mel Burch, Jack 
Rogers

• Payment for outside musicians on Hymn 
Sundays

• Work day Projects:
o VBS storage
o Step repairs
o Tree trimming
o Weed removal

• Submit to session plans for 1st floor mens 
room reno.

o Approved. Donations will be 
accepted.

• Possible washer dryer site in basement.
o Approved. All costs covered by 

Americore.
• $1,700 for fence around AC units outside 

kitchen door.
o Approved.

• Payment for hot water tank.
• New sump pump install in Basement.

Sara Kell, Andrew Reyes, Mike Merguc, Kathleen Jordan, Jack Rogers
• Pulled and sprayed weeds.
• Trimmed trees.
• Organized VBS stuff.
• Cleaned exterior stairwells.
• New slats in playground bench.
• Changed basement hall lights to LED.
• Sump pump maintenance by Mike M.

Work Day 
8-8-26

August Session Highlights
• Meeting opened with prayer by Moderator.
• Approved May, June, July Financial Statements.
• Contribution statements will be mailed the third

quarter and at year end.
• Approved request from Michael Clark to inter his

brother’s (Franklin K. Clark) ashes in the church
Memorial Garden.

• Approved Jennifer Burgess to be on the Audit
Committee.

• Approved Voter’s Registration Office request to
use the church building Tuesday, November 3 for
election.

• Approved October food drive for Christmas
Baskets.

• Approved Winter Market dates from September
15 through December 18th.

• Approved plans for men’s bathroom renovation.
• Approved $1700 to install fence around air

conditioner units outside the kitchen door.
• Approved Regina Dayfield’s nomination as an

Elder by Officer Nominating Committee.
• Jack Rogers attended the St. Albans Ministry

Alliance monthly meeting and presented a report
to session.

• Announced Musical Fundraiser for Jericho House
on Sunday, September 27th at 3:00 pm at
Riverlawn Presbyterian Church.

• Next Stated Session Meeting will be Tuesday,
September 15, 2026 at 6:00 pm.



Dear Members of FPCSA,

I wanted to provide a brief update on the current status of our Pastor Nominating Committee.  The final 
Ministry Discernment Profiles (MDP) were completed and given the sign-off by the WV Presbytery.  
They were uploaded to the Church Leadership Connection website and approved to be released.  We have 
begun to receive “matches” based on our profiles and potential candidates’ profiles.  The committee will 
begin meeting in the coming days and weeks to start reaching out to the selected matches for further 
discernment.  We are very excited to see the initial results and we ask for your continued prayers as we 
begin the next steps in our journey.

Blessings,

Holly Greathouse, PNC Chair

AED Safety Update 

We’re grateful to share an important step forward in our church’s emergency-readiness. A brand-new 
AED cabinet and wall sign have been installed just outside the Nursery, giving us a clearly marked, 

easy-to-reach location for lifesaving equipment. This placement ensures that families, volunteers, and 
staff in one of our busiest areas can access the AED quickly if ever needed.

On August 27, several members of our congregation completed hands-on AED and 
emergency-response training led by St. Albans Fire Marshal Chris Collins. Participants included Andi 

Pease, Michael Clark, Kathleen Jordan, Raven Lanham, Sara Kell, Jack Rogers, and Donna Merguc. 
Their willingness to learn these skills strengthens our ability to respond calmly and effectively in a 

crisis.

We extend heartfelt thanks to everyone involved in this project; from installation to training; for 
helping make our church a safer place for all who walk through our doors.



Food Pantry Needs
Hello friends!

The pantry is in need of cereal. Last September, your generous donations of cereal blessed the pantry 
immensely, and lasted a long time. So, it’s Cereal September and we are asking all area churches to 

collect cereal (any kind) during the month of September for the pantry.
Will you please consider participating? You may place your cereal in the designated grocery cart in 

the fellowship hall.
Thank you so very much! Your continued support blesses many families!!

 
-Beth Sturgill

 

A New Baby
Andi Pease would like to announce the birth of her great-grandson 

Benjamin Samuel Pease on August 20, 2026, weighing 8lbs. 2 oz.  
Proud parents are 

Griffin and Gabby Pease and grandparents are Trevor and Leah Griffin Pease, all of Columbus, Ohio.



Benevolent 
Ministries & 
Community 

Events

Wayne’s World

September 25 @ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm

Alban Arts Center
You’ll laugh. You’ll cry. You’ll hurl. 

The adventures of two amiably 
aimless metal-head friends, Wayne 

and Garth.

Junie B. Jones Jr. The Musical
September 11 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Alban Arts Center 
A high-energy, hilarious stage adaption 

based on the popular children’s book series 
by Barbara Park. Developed specifically for 
young performers, the 60-minute musical 
follows the spunky and outspoken Junie B. 
as she navigates the “scary but fun” world 

of first grade.

Arti Gras
 September 15 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Main Street - St. Albans
Bringing together local artists, musicians, 

businesses, and families for an evening 
celebrating creativity and community. 

Theme of Back-to-School Blues

Labor Day Fireworks  
September 6, 9:30 PM

Dick Henderson Bridge 
 Watch from the pedestrian-only 

Dick Henderson Bridge. Fireworks 
launched from Roadside Park. 

Train Day Festival
September 19, 2026 @ 9:00 am - 4:00 pm

St. Albans Historical Society Museum
Our museum will be open as part of the 

Train Day Festival! Stop in and say hello!

Cledus T. Judd – The Iconic Moron Tour
September 26 @ 8:00 pm - 9:30 pm

Alban Arts Center
Cledus returns to the Alban Arts Center 
in 2026 with his new tour “The Iconic 

Moron.”



THE PRESBY RECORD 

First Presbyterian Church 
201 Kanawha Terrace 
St. Albans, WV  25177 

First Presbyterian Church 
201 Kanawha Terrace, St. Albans, West Virginia 25177 

Phone:  304 727-2241 
Email:  fpcsa@firstpresbychurch.com 
Web site: www.firstpresbychurch.com 

Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church of St. Albans 

Church Staff 
Ministers…………………………………… Every Member of the Congregation 
Pastor ........................................................................................... 
Administrative Assistant .................................................................. Raven Lanham 
Custodian    Jennifer Gil & Mike Merguc 
Musician…………………………………………………………..  N. David Stern 
Treasurer .................................................................................................. Buck Ivey 
Tech Team .................................   Dave & Wendy Harvey,  Betty King, Mike Clark 

             Trustees 
 Class of 2026: Holly Greathouse 
Class of 2027: Dewitt Bowman 
Class of 2028: Buck Ivey

   Officers 

   Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
 Kathleen Jordan (2)     Jennifer Burgess (1) 
 Valerie Wade (2)      

 Class of 2028  
Dave Harvey (1)     
Adam Greathouse (1) 
Buck Ivey (1)        Kristi Sutphin (1)    

Jack Rogers (2) 

Anyone desiring to have articles, 
information, or announcements 
included in the October Presby 
Record will need to submit that 
information by September 25th. 

Thank you. 

Note:  The number in parentheses refers to first or second consecutive three-year terms in 
office. 

mailto:fpcsa@firstpresbychurch.com
http://www.firstpresbychurch.com/
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